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Examining the Relationship Between African American Population and Front-Page News Depictions
This study attempts to determine if and how newspapers reflect African American communities in their
coverage areas. Research in previous decades has shown that coverage of Black communities was often
stereotypical and did not express the depth of difference in individuals.  A content analysis of 10 years of
newspaper front-pages from the St. Louis Post-Dispatch looked to explore if coverage was improving or
changing. Results showed that historically stereotypical depictions continued, though new images and
forms of coverage were emerging, showing Black sources in different and neutral or positive ways. The
goal of this study is to provide a stepping stone for researchers exploring similar topics as the U.S.
population changes ethnically.
